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WHERE

WHEN

WHY

NEXT REGULAR MffiTTNG OF PSPCS

DBS MOINES MASONfC TB,IPLE 22O8rd S. 22Jst. (take Hiduay exit #149 vest

off  I -5. .go to f i rst  stop l ight west of Pacif ic HldI.  S.. . turn r ight.)

Thursclay, December 19, 1995. .?t l }  t i I I  IO:OO p.m. (doors open about 5:5O)

This is our special Christmas meeting. Short meeting..ShoY & EeII..

door pr izes..gi f t  exchange.. the consumi.ng of food & dr ink.

COME JOIN US AT OUR HOLIDAY I'{EETING:

This is the meeting to bring your kids and better ha1f. The club uill provide a

big spread of food and drink. (two years ago we had more food theu people. Last

year h,e had more people then food. This year we are planning on lots of botht)

Then we will have our infamous gift exchange. Remember, this is where each person

who wants to take part (i.e. you can come and eat etc and not be part of the gift

exchange if you so choose) Uy Uringing a wrapped photographic related gift. The

gift siioutd be worth at least ten dollars and be something you vould enJoy receiving
yourself .
This has been a most enjoyable meeting in the
he wi l l  be there to he1p. See you therel  HOt

STOLEN CAITI]RA REPORT:

Will you all keep an eye out for the following camera which was stolen fron
member Mike Carmel (2o5) ?8?-m22). Nikon S-2 with 1.4 Nikkor lens uith
shade and case. Seria1 number: 6t75r\?.

CHRISTI"IAS IS A NICE TIME TO GIVE:

That i t  is!  And what better gi f t  to yourself  then to pay your 1997 P.S.P.C.S.

dues! St i l l  only ten.. I  SAY fEX{ DOLLARS!!. . the best buy around.- Please send to
Shirley or pay her at the meeting. Thanks!

ANOTHER CAI{ERA SHOW:

At the Portland shor* cards were given out stating that Collectorrs llarket, Inc.
was going to present a Camera Collectorrs Shov on Saturday, January 25, Lgg?.
Tabres rates were: one for $25.oo;2 for $4o.oo; J for $5o.oo Saturday set-up.
To be held just off I-5 at Delta Park in Port land. ftm told i t  is an old Pay N
Pak Bldg. with bad parking. For ar1 inforrnation calr (5o]) zBl.294o.

thanke The Photonraphic llietorical Society Neusletter

This Month's Mystery Question- Answer at end of newstetter

What do the names Jessop and Elke mean to modern photography?

paet. Santa has faxed in ta say fhat
HOr I{O!

1.



* *BACXSIDE INFORI'II\TTONI*

P.S.P.C.S. r Inc.  f  s : reg,ular November meet ing came to order at  7t tz p.m. wi th 1B
members and 1 guest present.  Fl inutes of September meeting were approved.
Treasurer reported we st i l l  hacl  some funds after ordering McKeownrs new book.

LTNFINISHED BU^SII.IEIJS :

Shir ley announced that l . tcKeownrs were in and we also had some Lindts Lists Ief t .
Report  on Interclub show indicated that we should t ry sanne set-up again next year.
This year we had about 60 tables.  l iext  vear another room wi l l  be added. The
Victor ia show was smal l  brr t  wel l  at tended. The Vancouve: l  show report  indicater i  that
nost i tens seemed overpr iced. There were l -ots of  buvers an<i  the consiSinment table
went over we1l .  f t  was indicated that maybe a consignment table shorr l -d be tr ied
at our show. The Boise shor+ vras l i t t te,  40 tables,  1J9 peoole thru lhe c loor.  There
was qui te a bi t  of  col lector and user strr f f .  I lo ise ma17 have another one in February.
The Port land show was nice as usuar but sales were done. The 1992 shorv conmit tee
reported that they had their  f i rst  rneet ing and evervthing is on scheclule.

NFd BI]SIT'IESS:

A discussion was held on order ing some caneras wi  th the FSIIC.S loqo on them. General
consensus was no interest .  ^Someone sugSlested maybe order ing waLches and the general
consensus was that i t  rn ig 'ht  be worth looking int ,o later.

A lennthy discussion was held on gett ing a web pa6e for PSPCS. Tt  vras novedrsecont ied,
and passed that the President appoint  a comnit tee to look into the quest ion and then
report  back to the membershin in Janua::y.  The President appointed Bob Kel- ly Chairman
with a cornmit tee of Ed Frey, Bob \r/all is and lvlike Oarmel.

Next meet ing wi l l  be the CIubrs Chr istmas
should be at least a $1O value..photography

SHOW & Ti:ltl,. .AUCTION. .DOOI? PRIZES:

Five members brought treasures to Show & Te1I.  Six i terns were auct ioned..4 brought
in $1O1.!O and two went unsold. Door pr izes were won b-v Dave Stur ieba*er. .Kodak
coffee mug..and Mike carmel won ' rEvolut ion of Jananese cameras,
Meet ing adjourned at  9:07 p.m. for  se11in55 & trading.

SIrcERE BEST HOLIDAY WISHES TO YOU & YOURS
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THE BELLOWS Newsletter is published 10 times per year by Puget Sound Photographic Collector's Society, Inc.
Information for The Bellows should be sent to: Bill Kimber 1413 Weathervane Dr.. Tacoma. WA98466-5712
(206) s64-4046.

Dues are $10.00 per year and should be sent to Secretary/Treasurer Shirley Sparrow P.O. Box 70, Ronald, WA 98940
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party wi th food, gi f ts and Santa.  Gi f ts
related and NO JI INKT
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This is the f i rst  of  t rvo art ic les on the Gowlandf lex and Mr. Peter Gowland; wri t ten by
P.S.P,C.S. member Robert  Peters.  They f i rst  ap, ,ssygd in CameraShopper.

Gowlandflex 4x5 Twin lens Reflex 01996
Robert Peters

Looking like an oversized Rolleiflex twin
lens reflex ("TLR"), the 4x5
Gowlandflex is a rezil traffic stopper
wherever it appears. It's not the kind of
camera a photo enthusiast can see and
not say something--vsually starting with,
"Wow"!

My own Gowlandflex is the earlier of
two versions developed by Peter
Gowland. well known glamour and
portrait photographer The body of the
eariier (iarger) version is built of wood
and measures 12 inches high, 6-112
inches wide, and 8-Il2 inches front to
back It2s-impresstvel I called Gowlan4
to ask about the development of this
unusual camera He shared the following
story with me and also discussed some of
his career highlights.

in 1945, Gowland, then a young Army
photographer, read an article about a
TLR built in France by portrait
photographer Philippe Halsman. Later,
in the early Fifties, according to
Gowland, Fairchild Camera was
considering the introduction of a 4X5
TLR The Fairchild prototype was of
cast aluminum construction and was
reported to weigh a hefty l7 pounds.

Gowland thought a 4X5 TLR would be
ideal for studio use. He had used Rollei
TLRs (17 of therq all told!) until 1955,
but they were not entirely suited to his
needs. The Graflex single lens reflex 4x5

wooden rnodel

was limited to a 1/10 second sync speed

by its focal plane shutter, while the Speed

Graphic did not allow quiclg right side

up composition on its ground glass; also,

view cameras required too much time to

set up and were not suited to candid

photography In 1957, disaPPointed

after Fairchild apparently shelved plans

to release its TLR, Gowland decided to

get out his Shopsmith and build a 4x5

TLR for his own use. This first camera

was not built to sell. Gowland states, "If

these cameras (or any of the equipment I

build) had been available, I would not

have made them."

As far as Gowland knows, there was no

other 4x5 TLR on the market at the time

he introduced the Gowlandflex. He

mentioned that Cambo later introduced

one, but it did not incorporate the reflex

mirror and top viewfinder of a "typical"

TLR. The camera had two

groundglasses on the back--which meant

if it was to be hand held, it had to be held

away from the chest at eYe level This

did not lend the camera to candid use,

and it was apparently discontinued.

The first "Gowlandflex" used a 5X7

vertical format, but also took 4X5's

horizontally. It was equipped with

matching 240mm Schneider Xenar

lenses The taking lens was mounted in a

Compound shutter with synch speeds to

1/200th second; the viewing lens was

mounted in a barrel. The diaphragm of

the viewing lens allowed stopping down

to "preview" depth offield--a feature not

found in any other known production

TLR. The image in the viewfinder is

right side up.

Other commercial photographers, on
seeing the first Gowlandflex, encouraged
Peter Gowland to produce a few others
for them. In 1960, Gowland made a first
run of 10, some in 4x5, a few others in
5x7 format. The cameras in this first
production run were made by a
contractor/photographer friend who built
them in his garage. The leather covering
for these cameras was applied by a
luggage maker Cameras were numbered
beginning at 500 Today's
Gowlandflexes and other Gowland
cameras are still crafted by hand in his
shop in runs of 20

,  , , .  .*P
aluminum current ynodel

Weight for the first series Gowlandflex
was around 7 pounds. Not a
featherweight, but--surprisingly-much
lighter than it looks, and quite
manageable for hand held candids with
an accessory grtp or flash bracket.
production of the wooden camera was
discontinued in 1966, after roughly 160
had been built.

Shortly after introduction of the leather
covered wooden model, a more compact
aluminum model with reduced
assembly cost was introduced Its weight
was about the same, but the 6x7 inch
(not centimeter!) ground glass of the
original model's viewfinder was reduced
to 5x5 inches in the aluminum model.
Many of the focusing hoods and other
viewfinder accessories for the aluminum
cameras can be used on the earlier model
through adapters offered by Gowland.

The first model had a moving mask
below the groundglass for parallax
correction similar to that of the Rollei
Tl-R-while the aluminum model uses a
cam which raises and lowers the top

(viewing) lens to correct for parallax.
The metal mask of the earlier model is
accurate only with the focal lengh of the
Iens provided by Gowland. The
aluminum camera allowed a change of
cams from the outside for up to two
different focal lengths. However, this is
not the kind of change one does in the
middle of a sitting, so some pros own
and use two Gowlandflexes with lenses
of different focal length The earlier
model is preferred by some pros, because
its larger size is more impressive in a
studio' 

cont. on page four Z



Gowl-andf lex Cont. . ' . .

The Gowlandflex uses a Graflok
("universal") back and accepts standard
4x5 cut film holders or common 4x5
adapters for 120 and 70mm film. Buyers
of the fust model had to specifi if they
wanted to use cut film holders--not all
cameras of the first model would accept
them. The Graflok back revolves for
vertical or horizontal composition, and
the rear groundglass allows focusing
through the taking lens when desirable to
preview special effects or when using
taking lenses in focal lengths other than
as supplied with the camera. The camera
was offered with a choice of 180, 210,
240 mm Symmar taking lenses, and a
model equipped with a 360mm
TeleXenar was availaable. With 180mm
lens, the shortest focal length offered on
the standard Gowlandflen the camera
focused to about two feet. The wide-
angle and special "twin-film" cameras
will take 75 through 210mm lenses.
Another special model uses a 300mm
lens.

To date about 500 of the aluminum
model have been produced, although not
all of these may have serial numbers.
Gowland sells a reconditioned

Gowlandflex body (onlY) for around
$800 for the "wood" model, and around
$850 or more for the aluminum version.
The price of new Gowlandflexes depends
on which lenses are supplied, and what
optional accessories are selected.
Variants are also available. A wide angle
model allows lenses as short as 75 mm,
but is focused on a rear (rather than top)
groundglass. Photographers occasionally
order a 4x5 model adaPted for a 5x7
back. To date, three 8xl0
Gowlandflexes have been built, as has
one 5x7 model accepting an 8x10 back.
A new eight pound 8x10 Gowlandflex is
based on a 4x5 aerial camera, but bears

little resemblance to earlier
"conventional" Gowlandfl exes.

Notable Gowlandflex purchasers and
users include Yousuf Karsh and Annie
Liebovitz (each own two), Eastman
Kodak, the FBI, PlayboY, John Huet
(Huet uses an 8xl0), and Mark Tucker, a
top Nashville photographer. Gowland
even sold one to Philippe Halsman, who,
as mentioned earlier, helped inspire the
camera. It is interesting to note in this
day and age that a large share of
Gowland's production of Gowlandflexes
and other professional equipment is

exported to Japan!

}IATCH THE BIRDIE
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Snap l ihots is used with thanks to

Arizona Photographic Col- lectors Ed.
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